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Staff Writer
Quest for the foot
Moorhead man 
searches state
to find Bigfoot
A new program at MSUM 
looks to give some distinction 
to graduating students.
The Graduation with 
Distinction program will be 
available for students who ful-
fill certain requirements that 
go beyond the required core 
for graduation. This program 
is designed to reflect the uni-
versity’s mission statement by 
developing “knowledge, talent, 
and skills for a lifetime of learn-
ing, service, and citizenship.”
The program, proposed by 
the liberal studies task force, 
is devised into six categories 
divided into three areas.
The categories include learn-
ing within and beyond the 
major, service within and 
beyond the university and cit-
izenship within and beyond 
the region.
Tim Borchers, associate dean 
of arts and humanities, is on 
the liberal studies task force.
He said students may be able 
to graduate this spring within 
the program, but more than 
likely it will take effect this fall.
Each of the four deans offices 
are currently setting up the 
activities that will be eligible, 
as well as a statement in each 
of the six categories that will 
show the expected learning 
outcomes students will work 
toward.
Program applauds students
Graduation with Distinction to tag students for service, citizenship
By MICHAEL JOHNSON
Staff Writer
On a Sunday drive in 1976, 
the boy saw what no one else 
saw and maybe what no one 
else could.
“I happened to look up 
ahead of the car about a hun-
dred yards, and there was 
something standing beside 
the road,” he said. “It was 
between 6 and 7 feet tall, solid 
black.”
Neither his parents nor his 
sister, six years older than 
he, saw the creature 8-year-
old Mike Quast did in the 
woods near Strawberry Lake 
of Becker County.
“The first thing I thought is 
it was a burned tree trunk,” he 
said. “Until it stepped away 
from the road and walked into 
the woods on two legs.”
His sighting provoked a 
plunge into the mystery of the 
Sasquatch for this Moorhead 
man—and he has searched 
Minnesota for Bigfoot ever 
since.
In a brown buttoned shirt 
and blue jeans, Quast sits in a 
corner of his apartment while 
light filters into the dark room 
through a window. He’s hold-
ing a cast he says came from 
an area called Vergas Trails, 
between Detroit Lakes and 
Vergas.
“It doesn’t show toes, but it 
shows general dimensions,” 
said Quast, whose hair hangs 
down a bit onto the back of 
his neck, who has glasses and 
neatly trimmed facial hair, 
and who holds the cast of an 
apparent Bigfoot track that’s 
nearly as long as the length of 
this paper.
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Moorhead resident Mike Quast holds a cast he says came from a 
Bigfoot track. Quast believes the creature exists in Minnesota.
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Ibrahima Diop’s aunt gave 
him one caveat prior to coming 
to the U.S. from Dakar, Senegal: 
“Don’t expect too much from 
African-Americans—they can 
be mean.”
The warning became valid 
for Diop when arriving.
“Groups of black guys would 
laugh at me when I would walk 
past them,” Diop said about 
the sneering he was subject to 
by African-American men in 
various U.S. cities. “They even 
made fun of my accent.”
Experiences as such, Diop 
said, are potentially one of 
many reasons why Tri-College 
African-Americans and black 
African students fail to social-
ize.
On the MSUM campus, where 
both groups account for less 
than 3 percent of the student 
body, Diop said he’d speak to 
some African-Americans and 
they wouldn’t respond.
“I just stopped saying hi to 
them, since they wouldn’t 
respond back,” he said. “It’s 
unfortunate.”
Slave trade influence
A high percentage of inter-
viewees referenced to the 
effects of the African slave trade 
and the institution of American 
slavery as another reason for 
the groups’ social silence.
Racism, heritage play part in chasm
For black college students, relations influenced due to social gap
Parking concerns were 
prevalent in a Jan. 25 dis-
cussion about ways the city, 
neighborhood residents and 
the two Moorhead campuses 
could stifle recurring condi-
tions.
The presi-
dent of the 
consul tant 
firm hired to 
devise solu-
tions for the 
p r o b l e m s 
said one 
way to solve 
p a r k i n g 
issues would 
be to charge 
people to 
do so on the 
streets.
John Shardlow, president of 
DSU Planning, said: “It costs 
100 bucks to get a permit (at 
MSUM), and it’s free to park 
on the street. That’s the issue 
to take away from this.”
PLANNINg, BACK PAgE
By LEE MORRIS
Editor
SASQuATCH, BACK PAgE
Payment 
proposed 
for street 
parking
Firm, city offer 
ideas for issues 
 neighborhood
planning
By LEE MORRIS
Editor
Online
At www.
mnstate.edu/advocate
• To read more 
about the neigh-
borhood planning 
process, see the 
Oct. 5, Nov. 30 
and Jan. 11 issues 
of The Advocate. 
• The next meet-
ings are at 4 and 7 
p.m. on March 27 
at the Hjemkomst 
Center.
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Course helps 
students transition  
The senior year experience 
class is a half-semester, one-
credit class meeting from 6 
to 8:30 p.m. on Monday eve-
nings, starting Monday.  
It’s intended to address 
issues specific to an MSUM 
senior’s transition from stu-
dent to professional. 
If you have any questions, 
please contact Angela Boser 
at (218) 477-2120 or boseran@
mnstate.edu.
Author to give 
presentation 
The College of Education 
and Human Services and the 
Comstock Visiting Scholar 
Series present Julie Landsman, 
author of “A White Teacher 
Talks About Race,” at 8:30 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. on Feb. 15 in the 
CMU. Both presentations are 
free and open to the public.
Study abroad 
scholarship 
The Gerry Haukebo 
Scholarship for Study Abroad 
is accepting applications from 
students studying abroad for a 
full academic year, 2007-2008. 
The deadline is March 23.  The 
2007 award will be $1,000.  
For an application packet 
and further information, stop 
by the international programs 
office in Frick 151, or contact 
Jill Holsen, director of  inter-
national programs. 
History club holds 
trivia bowl 
Join the history club on 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. in CMU 
204 for an epic battle of trivial 
knowledge against the history 
department faculty. Students, 
faculty and staff from all areas 
are welcome.  
Refreshments will be provid-
ed at this free event.  The stu-
dents are looking for their first 
victory against the faculty, and 
we need all the help they can 
get. Will you be a part of that 
victory?
Advocate meetings 
4:30 p.m. Mondays 
in CMU 110.
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Take the Lead! 
pre-event planning
There will be a Take the Lead! 
on the nuts and bolts of event 
planning at 3 p.m. on Monday 
in CMU 208. Come and learn 
the steps involved in plan-
ning a successful program, 
from developing a program to 
advice on how to evaluate the 
program. This session will take 
time to discuss brainstorm-
ing, backwards planning, del-
egation, checklists, promotion 
and publicity and developing 
evaluations.
The presenter is Monica Voss, 
the executive director of the 
campus activities board.
ecurity
ReportS
1.24—1.29
1.24
1.24
1.25
1.25
1.25
1.26
1.27
1.29
1.29
1.29
1.29
1.29
Intoxicated person 
in the CMU
Noise complaint in Ballard
911 call in the Library
Medical response 
in Lommen 
Lost/stolen property 
in the Library
Suspicious activity 
in Lot A
Domestic disturbance 
in Holmquist
911 call in Higher 
Education Center
911 call in Owens
Fire alarm in MacLean
911 call in East Snarr
Alarm sounding in        
Science Lab
Students promote 
conference 
The “Insiders’ Guide 
to the Student Academic 
Conference” is a publication 
written by Gerri Stowman’s 
MC 210 mass communications 
students to help other students 
know more about the confer-
ence, its benefits and how to 
get involved.
Faculty may also want to 
hand out copies to their stu-
dents to help them learn a lit-
tle more about the conference. 
Visit www.mnstate.edu/acad-
conf for more information.  
Lecture series 
continues Feb. 13  
The Lecture Series contin-
ues with Barbara Hoppe from 
instructional resources giving 
a lecture on “Using Emerging 
Technologies to improve stu-
dent learning” at 9:30 a.m. on 
Feb. 13 in CMU 227. 
This presentation will look 
at some of the methodologies 
that have been used, shar-
ing experiences faculty and 
students have had with inte-
grated technologies and some 
of the strategies that have 
worked in both a traditional 
classroom and with a hybrid 
or online class.
Activist author 
speaks on racism 
Minnesota native Nelson 
Peery, the author of the 
award-winning “Black Fire: 
The Making of an American 
Revolutionary,” will talk on 
“Racism, Class Struggle and 
the Future of America” at 7 
p.m. today (Thursday) in King 
Auditorium.
His talk is sponsored by the 
university’s TOCAR Initiative 
(Training Our Campuses 
Against Racism), the history 
department and black student 
alliance. He will also be visit-
ing a number of classes while 
on campus.
Empty shelves
“Many students have already 
completed various activities 
which could be eligible for the 
program,” Borchers said.
Borchers sees this program 
as a way to recognize students 
willing to go above and beyond 
what is required of them.
The program is available 
for all students regardless of 
grade point average. This is 
important because the pro-
gram helps to recognize stu-
dents’ hard work, regardless 
of grades.
Borchers said students inter-
ested in the program can 
talk to their student advisory 
board for more information on 
this program.
SErviCE, From FronT
Johnson can be reached
at johnsomic@mnstate.edu.
grEg LoCnikAr / THE AdvoCATE
As a part of the recent Hagen remodeling project, a new first floor library was added. 
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Drownings suspected to be linked
St. Cloud criminologist researches series of student deaths  
SUBMITTED PHOTO
Douglas Gilbertson, an assistant professor of criminal justice at 
St. Cloud State, has gained much attention for his research.  
By ALYSSA SCHAFER
Features Editor
The more focused 
social problem, 
we discovered, is 
twofold: students drinking and 
accidentally dying as a result 
of drowning and the existence 
of a new urban legend.
Douglas Gilbertson
St. Cloud criminologist
“
Schafer can be reached
at lyss_05@hotmail.com.
“An often lurid story or anec-
dote that is based on hear-
say and widely circulated as 
true”—this is how Merriam-
Webster’s Online Dictionary 
defines an urban legend. 
For years, there have been 
whispers of a serial killer who 
preys on intoxicated college-
aged men. Recently, this talk 
of a Midwest murder mys-
tery has brought a great deal 
of attention to U.S. Interstate 
Highway 94. 
Criminologist Douglas 
Gilbertson, assistant crimi-
nology professor at St. Cloud 
State University, has attempt-
ed to bring a level of valida-
tion to this infamous Midwest 
urban legend. 
“During spring semester 
2006, a tragic event happened 
at our university (St. Cloud 
State). A male student (Scot 
Radel) went downtown to 
party, had a bit too much to 
drink, became separated from 
his friends and disoriented 
and was later found drowned 
in the Mississippi.  
“He was reported to be the 
victim of circumstances that 
involved excessive drinking, 
hypothermia and eventually 
water; or, so the official story 
goes,” Gilbertson said. 
Gilbertson became interested 
in the case and searched for 
more information online. He 
typed in “missing student” 
and “drowned.” 
“To my surprise, up popped 
hundreds of Web sites refer-
encing other, similar tragic 
cases.  While reading them, I 
discerned a possible pattern 
and began to compile a data 
set,” he said.  
He found a total of 40 dif-
ferent names through his 
online search. Gilbertson then 
formed an analytical team that 
included two St. Cloud State 
graduate students from his 
spatio-temporal crime analy-
sis course. 
“The Internet urban legend 
posits that a serial killer is 
active in the upper Midwest. 
Thus, our exploratory study 
examined both arguments—
accident or serial killer—using 
available online information 
to develop spatio-temporal 
analyses.”
Answering the questions
They established a research 
problem statement and three 
research questions: Can a vic-
tim typology be identified? 
What factors contributed to 
the victimizations? Which 
argument—accident or serial 
killer—best accounts for the 
possible causal factors? To 
what extent can patterns be 
identified?  
Their research revealed sev-
eral patterns within this series 
of tragic accidents, he said.
Since these pat-
terns have been 
discovered, it 
is both pru-
dent and neces-
sary to gather 
more accurate 
data from law 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
agencies and 
autopsy reports, 
and to perform the spatio-
temporal analytical modeling 
one more time, he said.
“My graduate students and 
I acknowledged and declared 
from the start that the analy-
ses were questionable due to 
the fact that source data was 
recovered from the Internet,” 
he said. 
He said the data set reveals a 
highly specific victim profile. 
Seven distinct patterns were 
extruded from the data: one 
when analyzed sociologically, 
and six when analyzed spa-
tio-temporally: victim typol-
ogy, moon phases, date within 
month, time of month, time of 
year, proximity to Interstate 94 
and event crawl.
A profile revealed 
The victims are generally 
light-skinned (white or Asian) 
males, 21 years old, academi-
cally solid, athletic or in good 
shape and about 5 feet 8 inch-
es tall, weighing 165 pounds, 
Gilbertson said. 
Victims are generally drink-
ing with friends at a bar or 
party and somehow become 
separated from them. The inci-
dents usually occur during fall 
or winter months, when nights 
are cold and the moonlight is 
low. The incident occurs dur-
ing peak college-age drink-
ing times, that is, between 
10 p.m. on Thursday and 4 
a.m. on Sunday; additionally, 
they occur during the first 
half of the calendar month. 
The victim attends a college 
or university that is within 50 
miles of Interstate Highway 94 
between Moorhead, and East 
Lansing, Mich., he said.  
The analyses were not 
designed in order to prove the 
validity of a serial killer argu-
ment, Gilbertson said. Rather, 
the patterns emerged during 
routine model-
ing and incited 
critical ques-
tioning of the 
accident argu-
ment, which is 
premised upon 
r a n d o m n e s s 
and probability 
of certain demo-
graphic and 
spatio-temporal variables.  
“The broader social prob-
lem is students drinking too 
much and dying by all sorts 
of means. Unfortunately, there 
are far too many such cases.  
“The more focused social 
problem, we discovered, is 
twofold: students drinking 
and accidentally dying as a 
result of drowning and the 
existence of a new urban leg-
end,” Gilbertson said. 
Justin Dornbusch, student 
senate campus affairs chair-
man, said the drowning deaths 
should be a concern for all stu-
dents. 
“I think (Gilbertson’s theory) 
is possible. I would be skep-
tical about any theory that 
comes out, but I think peo-
ple should just keep in mind 
that they need to make smart 
choices and be careful when 
they go out,” Dornbusch said. 
Dornbusch, a third-year his-
tory major, is the head of a 
new student senate commit-
tee that will deal with alcohol 
policy. 
“We just want to look at 
where we have issues with 
(alcohol), or might have issues 
with it, and what we want to 
do as a senate,” Dornbusch 
said. 
Pattern of killings 
“The intended objective of 
this study was to have an 
effect on the ever-increasing 
number of victims.  This could 
be accomplished by either 
educating those who flirt with 
such dangerous factors, or by 
informing appropriate author-
ities of a potential killer,” 
Gilbertson said. 
“Again, if this were a ran-
dom occurrence, then they 
should be more spread out 
across the Midwest. Granted, 
most of the cases involved a 
river and some, a lake.  
“However, the cases do not 
adhere to a pattern relative to 
any of the suspect rivers—they 
adhere to I-94,” Gilbertson 
said.
This is the most troubling 
pattern. Crawl is operational-
ized as the direction of travel 
from one case to the next, time 
sequentially, using cardinal 
directions (north, south, east 
and west), he said.  
“When the cases were first 
analyzed for crawl, a distinc-
tive pattern of travel flip-flop-
ping from east to west and 
back to east was seen. There 
was a small string with a dou-
ble west-west repeated, which 
repeated itself twice in the 
overall pattern.  
“The analysis team and I have 
attempted to remain as scien-
tifically objective as possible 
and to not let our judgment 
be influenced by empathy for 
the victims and sympathy for 
their family members. It has 
been a difficult task to not get 
caught up in the mass hysteria 
of urban legend,” Gilbertson 
said. 
Dornbusch said: “It’s really 
hard to say if (the urban leg-
end is) the case or not, but I 
think it’s a good idea for stu-
dents to be aware that it’s a 
possibility. Maybe when they 
go out on the weekends to 
use sort of a buddy system … 
something to insure that they 
keep themselves safe.”
Campus Special
Voted Best Pizza in Over 100 Markets
$7.99
SUBMITTED GRAPHIC 
According to Gilbertson, there are 16 cities where college-aged 
men have drowned. Nearly 94 percent (93.75) of the cases oc-
curred within 100 miles of I-94, and 56.3 percent within 25 miles.
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 Who’s willing 
to pay to park 
on the streets? 
Not taxpayers
In a neighborhood planning process MSUM and 
Concordia College are going through with the city of 
Moorhead to determine better ways of dealing with 
recurring issues, parking took the focus at a Jan. 25 
meeting.
That is, parking and ridiculous suggestions about 
what could be done to solve the problem.
The consultant firm working with the city and cam-
puses in this process created a suggestion—not a 
recommendation—but still, a suggestion that’s about 
as dumb as paying for air—that says people should 
have to pay to park on the streets.
Oh, brilliant.
Let’s not get into the fact that students must hand over 
a cool $100 in cash to pay for campus parking.
Let’s not get into the fact that students should wake 
up to the fact that residents probably won’t have to 
pay to park on the streets.
Let’s not get into the fact that students should not 
have to pay to park on the streets because—listen 
up—because they’re taxpayers, too.
Is the consultant firm really trying to get away with 
this? Is the city sitting by nodding while their student 
taxpayers take it in the back? Are the universities go-
ing to let this pass without raising holy Hades? Are all 
these questions rhetorical?
C’mon. Much more creative, smart ways must exist 
on ways to solve the parking dilemma that the cam-
puses and residents face.
Sure, some students should be more responsible and 
smarter themselves. But some residents are utterly 
intolerant to students parking on the street.
Those angry residents should be reminded that stu-
dents started classes here in 1888. That’s before any 
houses were built. And when those residents moved 
in, they knew—they knew—the campus was here and 
the students were here. And they should have to live 
with it.
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Lee Morris
Editor
 Letters to the editor
Editor’s note: The follow-
ing letter is in response to 
Brandon K. Watson’s Jan. 25 
page 5 column. It has been 
edited for length.
When will the war in Iraq 
end? As soon as we achieve 
victory! Why does that seem 
so far out of the realm of pos-
sibilities? Sure, for every war, 
people have asked, “When will 
it end?” But the answer was 
always as soon as we defeat 
the enemy. Why is it in this war 
everyone just wants to get out? 
What good will that do if we 
leave unfinished business? Iraq 
will be far worse off if we pack 
up and leave than it is now.
Next up, WMDs. There was 
far more to entering Iraq than 
WMDs. Yes, they were part of the 
equation; no, they were not some-
thing Bush made up. Intelligence 
on Iraq’s WMD program dates 
back to the Clinton era.
The Democrats who today 
claim Bush lied about WMDs 
were on the same boat with 
Clinton at the time. On Oct. 
9, 1999, a letter was sent to 
Clinton signed by Sens. Levin, 
Lieberman, Lautenberg, Dodd, 
Kerrey, Feinstein, Mikulski, 
Daschle, Breaux, Johnson, 
Inouye, Landrieu, Ford and 
Kerry—all Democrats:
“We urge you, after consulting 
with Congress and consistent 
with the U.S. Constitution and 
laws, to take necessary actions, 
including, if appropriate, air 
and missile strikes on suspect 
Iraqi sites to respond effectively 
to the threat posed by Iraq’s 
refusal to end its weapons of 
mass destruction programs.”
We know that Clinton did 
not end any WMD projects in 
Iraq, but he knew they existed, 
just as Bush did. The bigger 
question is what happened to 
them. Saddam had plenty of 
time to move weapons out 
of Iraq prior to our invasion. 
It’s widely suspected weapons 
caches were moved to Syria 
just prior to us entering Iraq.
Then, there’s also a Newsmax 
story from Aug. 5, 2004, that 
exposes Saddam’s nuke pro-
gram that was going on just 
prior to our invasion. In com-
ments that received virtually 
no press coverage in the U.S., 
Chief U.S. Weapons Inspector 
Charles Duelfer testified that 
Iraq was “preserving and 
expanding its knowledge to 
design and develop nuclear 
weapons.” Hmm ... pretty 
interesting. The story also goes 
on to explain that Saddam was 
able to appropriate monies 
from the corrupt Oil-for-Food 
Program into his own military 
and weapons funds.
Now, as I stated, we entered 
Iraq for far more reasons than 
WMDs. The top was that Iraq 
was a safe home 
for Al-Qaeda. 
No, Saddam 
probably didn’t 
have a direct connection to 
Sept. 11, but he gave shelter 
to the organization that creat-
ed it. Don’t believe me? Read 
“The Connection” by Stephen 
Hayes.
In addition, there was also 
the fact Saddam violated 
many Security Counsel reso-
lutions, the corrupt Oil-for-
Food program, and the rape, 
torture and death of Saddam’s 
own people.
Now let’s talk about the cost. 
Mr. Watson (Jan. 25 Advocate) 
states that more than $379 bil-
lion has been spent on this 
war and we should spend that 
on health care and education. 
Does he know that spending is 
approaching $10,000 per pupil 
for K-12? That’s $500 billion 
a year! I’m not sure if he real-
izes that Bush and Sen. Edward 
Kennedy wrote an education 
bill allotting more than $400 
billion more to education. 
Personally, I don’t think spend-
ing more money on education 
will solve anything. Look how 
much we spend on education 
now and how little we get out 
of it.
Perhaps the most frightening 
things in Mr. Watson’s edito-
rial is how he longs for that 
war money to be put toward 
universal health care. If we 
complain about the cost of 
health care now, imagine what 
it would be like if the govern-
ment ran it (look at Canada’s 
system, it’s a mess). Instead, 
we should be asking how can 
we pay for our own health 
care personally; that’s the only 
way the price will come down. 
If we have to pay for our health 
care, then we will be the ones 
setting the price (with excep-
tions toward complicated and 
expensive surgeries).
Actually, the Iraq war is the 
second-cheapest 
war ever fought 
in the U.S. It has 
consumed 2 per-
cent of total GDP per year 
(the Gulf War, the cheapest, 
consumed 1 percent). That’s 
pretty stark in comparison to 
Vietnam (12 percent) or World 
War II. Mr. Watson can’t figure 
out why we’re spending so 
much on defense.
Is he stating, then, that he wish-
es to de-fund Iraq operations? 
That’s something that would 
really put troops in harm’s way.
Iraq is no Vietnam; it is Iraq. 
Iraq is not for oil; it is a theatre 
on the war on terror. It has 
not created terrorism; it has 
concentrated the terrorists to 
one specific spot. Would you 
rather be fighting terrorism on 
U.S. soil (imagine if this year’s 
season of “24” was reality)? 
We can win in Iraq if we just 
let the armed forces get the 
job done without having their 
hands tied by the politically 
correct crowd. Victory should 
be our exit strategy.
Lewis Ableidinger,
Senior
Iraq still winnable
Alyssa Schafer
Features Editor
Kellie Meehlhause 
A&E Editor
Iraq is no Vietnam; it 
is Iraq. Iraq is not for 
oil; it is a theatre on the war on 
terror.“
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not nec-
essarily those of the college administration, faculty or 
student body. The Advocate encourages Letters to the
Editor and Your Turn submissions. They should be 
typed and must include the writer’s name, signa-
ture, address, phone number, year in school or occu-
pation and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. 
Monday and can be sent
to MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
Thursday, Feb. 1, 2007 Page 5, The AdvocateOpiniOn
Effortlessly made memories stick with us
I read someone’s Facebook 
post about emotional attach-
ments, and it got me thinking.
There seem to be so many 
things in life that we are unwit-
tingly attached to. Maybe for 
you it’s your car, your cat or 
something less tangible, like a 
daily walk or eating breakfast.
People are really lost if they 
lose that one thing in their life 
... have you noticed that?
And then there are those 
things that if you lose them too 
early in life, you’ll put them 
into your memory bank as 
belonging to that certain era.
There are a lot of things I have 
lost only in the past four or five 
years, but that I seem to associ-
ate mainly with childhood.
When my grandmother died 
in 2003, I knew I would never 
forget her. Indeed, I haven’t 
forgotten her, but at the same 
time, I don’t remember visit-
ing her in the hospital when 
I was 17 half as clearly as I 
remember playing Candyland 
with her when I was 7.
Our two family dogs died 
coincidentally and, I think 
oddly, on the 
same night last 
summer from 
two different 
causes.
I was 20 then. 
I’m 21 now, but 
the most vivid 
scenes I can 
recall with them were walks 
and bike rides they accompa-
nied me on when I was 16.
Just as a song will take you 
to a certain place in time, a 
memory will also take you 
back and let you re-examine 
all the details. Sometimes, if 
you haven’t thought about a 
memory in a while, you may 
get to see it as if for the first 
time, like you’re actually reliv-
ing that moment.
And then there is that feeling 
of triumph when something 
you see on TV or hear on the 
radio conjures up this misty 
image of something you try so 
hard to remember, and finally 
the fog lifts and 
everything is 
clear. Usually, 
those things that 
are the hardest 
to uncover are 
the ones we collected the most 
effortlessly. 
I knew the names of all the 
cast members on Caroline in 
the City while it was on prime-
time, but if you were to ask me 
today who played Annie, I 
would draw a blank.
This time in our lives, the begin-
ning of adulthood and therefore 
the end of adolescence, will for-
ever be a marker of what we 
associate with our childhoods.
Maybe your marker will be 
graduation from 
high school, or 
getting through 
your first year of 
college, or per-
haps you even 
felt your childhood ended 
the day you got your driver’s 
license. It’s your call.
Hey, smokers, 
you really blow
Lighting up is inconsiderate
I’ve long had an issue with smokers on this campus. I don’t 
care if you smoke on a moral level; it’s your choice, and it’s 
certainly nothing I look down upon people for. We all have our 
vices. You can smoke all you want for all I care, as long as I don’t 
have to put up with it. However, if you can’t be considerate 
enough to smoke in a place where it won’t bother anyone, then 
we have a problem. 
There is nothing I love more than walking out of or into a 
building and having to pass through a cloud of smoke. Even 
better is when I’m stuck walking behind someone outside 
who’s holding a cigarette, letting his or her smoke blow back 
into my face. 
I do not enjoy having to deal with either of the above situa-
tions as often as I do. 
You wouldn’t punch a stranger in the face for no reason, so 
what makes you think it’s OK to damage their internal organs? 
If you have chosen under your own free will to engage in a 
dangerous and life threatening activity in a public place, why 
should anyone else have to involuntarily suffer for it?
Secondhand smoke is not cool and it’s no secret that it is, in 
fact, harmful. Smoking in places where other people are not 
able to avoid it because you think society owes you the right to 
endanger other people’s health really sucks. I know standing 20 
feet away from building entrances is an inconvenience, but then 
again, so is lung cancer. 
I don’t care what you do, but I didn’t choose not to smoke just 
so you could smoke for me. Please don’t make your problems 
my problems, too. 
At The Advocate, it’s a circus
I’ve been told by friends that 
I have it easy working for 
The Advocate. I only work 
on my pages on Monday and 
Tuesday nights, leaving the 
rest of the week free. I get 
paid for what I do, and above 
all else, the experience looks 
great on a resume.
Oh, how naive some people 
can be. While I love the hours 
upon hours I spend in The 
Advocate office, the hardship 
and, let’s face it, eccentricities 
of the job also stand out like a 
warm day in winter.
So, to set the record straight, 
which is what any reporter 
ought to do, I shall now list for 
you all the top 10 pet peeves 
of working at The Advocate.
1. Waiting five hours for the 
printer to spit out a copy of 
your page just because you 
have one large photograph.
2.  We get dozens of free CDs 
a semester and still end up 
listening to the oldies every 
Tuesday night.
3. With every word we say 
we run the risk of ending up 
on the infamous “Advo Quote 
Board.” Those words then 
become documented in pen 
and posted eternally on an 
enormous bulletin board.
4. Did I mention the printer?
5. If production goes past 
midnight, we also risk being 
locked in the CMU for the 
night unless we inform the 
CMU staff.
6. Miss one piece of paper-
work and you may never see 
those hard-earned dollars.
7. We always order a veg-
etable pizza for dinner, yet no 
one eats it.
8. Waiting for the new print-
er to arrive. We ordered it last 
semester.
9. Pajama parties.  Need I say 
more?
10. There’s a creepy baby 
doll wrapped up in Advocate 
paper lying around. FYI: He 
was put together by former 
editor Bronson Lemer. We 
could let him go, but why 
bother? He’s a part of the fam-
ily.
What do you take with you?
E-mail Kveno
at kvenosa@mnstate.edu.
Dislike the puffing? E-mail Sailer at sailerbe@mnstate.edu.
Feel like joining?
E-mail Meehlhause
at meehlkhe@mnstate.edu.
Just as a song
will take you to 
a certain place in time, a 
memory will also take you 
back and let you re-examine
all the details.
“
The Plains Art Museum in 
Fargo will have more than 90 
original American stamps on 
display from now through 
April 22.
The artwork is shown as part 
of the exhibit “The Art of the 
Stamp.“
 While stamps have appeared 
on millions of envelopes 
throughout the years, this will 
be a first chance for many to 
get a look at the process of 
creating the stamp.
On display at the exhibit 
will be source material that 
inspired the artist, and every-
thing from sketches to the final 
artwork will be shown.  
“There are two themes of the 
exhibit,” said Rusty Freeman, 
Vice President of Curatorial 
and Education at the Plains 
Art Museum. “One is the evo-
lution of the stamp and how 
it’s changed through the years, 
and the other is the American 
story.”
Key figures and events of 
American history will be 
depicted.  These stamps range 
from subjects like nature and 
technology to entertainment 
figures such as Cary Grant 
and Boris Karloff.
Drawn from the files of U.S. 
Postal Service designers, the 
artwork in this exhibition 
offers a behind-the-scenes 
look at the creation of several 
high-profile stamps—and the 
controversies they sometimes 
provoke.
“The popularity of the stamp 
is sort of mystifying,” Freeman 
said.  “It’s one of the few piec-
es of artwork we use every 
day.  It’s a very useful culture 
commodity, and they’re beau-
tiful works of art.”  
There are a few famous art-
ists like Norman Rockwell and 
pop artist Robert Indiana who 
have their original artwork 
in the exhibit. This is one of 
the few times that Rockwell’s 
pieces have been displayed 
publicly.  
North Dakota native John 
Berkey, a well-known science 
fiction illustrator, has his work 
featured as well.  
Among the stamps on display 
will be the original artwork of 
the Elvis Presley stamp. This 
is the best selling stamp of all 
time with more than 50 mil-
lion sold.  
Usually, the public first 
chooses the stamp subjects. 
More than 50,000 letters are 
sent to the Citizen’s Stamp 
Advisory Committee each 
year suggesting ideas.  
A Postal Service art director 
chooses the final look of the 
stamp. The process of devel-
oping a stamp can take more 
than two years.  
The Smithsonian is the orga-
nizer of the event.
The Plains Art Museum 
is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday; 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Thursday and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday.
Admission to the museum is 
free for members, youth and 
students with ID; $5 for adults 
and $4 for educators with ID 
and seniors.
Submitted photoS
two of the most famous postage stamps feature boxer Joe Louis, left, and rock ‘n’ roll idol elvis pres-
ley. those squares will be on display now through April 22 at the plains Art museum.  other displayed 
stamps range from subjects like nature and technology to entertainment figures such as Cary Grant 
and boris Karloff. the plains Art museum is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday; 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. thursday and 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday. Admission to the museum is free for 
members, youth and students with id; $5 for adults and $4 for educators with id and seniors.
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Who’s on your postage stamp?
Plains Art Museum launches exhibit honoring stamps throughout history
It’s a very useful 
culture commodity, 
and they’re beauti-
ful works of art.
Rusty Freeman
Vice President of Curatorial
“
Lecture
From noon to 1 p.m. Friday at 
the Sons of Norway, at 722 2nd 
Ave. N. in Fargo, Katherine 
Rogne and Bea Arett will speak 
on the history of the League of 
Women Voters in the Red River 
Valley.
Jazz Festival
NDSU will present its Annual 
High School Invitational Jazz 
Festival on Friday and Saturday. 
Several high schools from North 
Dakota and Minnesota will par-
ticipate in the Jazz Festival.
Concert
As a part of the Jazz Festival, the 
NDSU Jazz Ensemble will pres-
ent a concert at 7 p.m. Saturday-
in the Festival Concert Hall. The 
group will perform under the 
direction of Kyle Mack and Mat-
thew Patnode with guest artists 
Sammy K, Monty Cole and Lar-
ry McWilliams. This concert is 
free and open to the public.
Tribute Concert
At 7:30 p.m. Saturday the Fargo 
Theatre presents “The Night the 
Music Died,” a tribute concert 
to Buddy Holly, The Big Bopper 
and Richie Valens. Admission is 
$20 to $25. 
Book Signing
Author Val Farmer will sign cop-
ies of his book, “To Have and To 
Hold” from 1:30 to 5 p.m. Satur-
day at the B Dalton Bookseller in 
West Acres Mall.
Flute Concert
Jazz flutist Galen Abdur-Razzaq 
will perform at 7 p.m. Saturday 
on Gaede Stage. Admission is 
$3 (free to Tri-College students 
with ID). For details contact the 
MSUM Multicultural Affairs 
office, (218) 477-2601 or e-mail 
claymore@mnstate.edu.
Open Casting Call
Auditions for a short film af-
filiated with MSUM will be 
held from 1 to 6 p.m. Saturday 
in the Center for the Arts room 
43. Roles include a mother with 
teenagers, a grandfather and a 
teenage boy. Come as you are. 
Photos will be taken and shoot-
ing begins in mid-March. For 
more information call: (218) 556-
8966 or visit the Web site www.
myspace.com/aplacetoburymy-
heart.
Artsy, entertainmenty  Alternatives
Soucek can be reached 
at AndySo_18@hotmail.com.
By ANDREW SOUCEK
Staff Writer
The Honors Program pres-
ently meets monthly for book 
discussions, and the dates for 
the second semester meetings 
have been set.
The group members’ book 
theme for spring semester will 
be globalism.
All meetings take place at 7 
p.m. in Hagen 314.
The discussion group held its 
first meeting Wednesday and 
discussed “The World is Flat,” 
by Thomas L. Friedman.
Other scheduled meetings 
are on Feb. 28 for “Beyond 
the Spectacle of Terrorism,” by 
Henry Giroux and on March 28 
for “The Collapse of Globalism: 
And the Reinvention of the 
World,” by John Ralston Saul. 
As stated in the newsletter 
“Continews,” “The Honors 
Discussion Group brings 
together interested faculty and 
advanced students in engag-
ing discussion of texts cho-
sen by faculty members from 
across campus.”
By joining the Honors 
Program, students achieve 
excellence and integrity in aca-
demic, intellectual and profes-
sional development, embrac-
ing thoughtful scholarship, 
research and practice.  
Although the book discus-
sions are aimed toward the 
Honors students on campus, 
they are not limited to only 
these individuals. The discus-
sion is open to anyone who 
would like to participate. 
Stephen Hamrick, director of 
the Program, explained how 
the Honors Program is cur-
rently being changed.
“The University Honors 
Program is being retooled and 
is in the process of accepting 
first year student applications. 
As a part of the redesign, we 
are offering a variety of new 
programming options, includ-
ing the discussion group,” 
Hamrick said. 
Ananda Shastri, assis-
tant professor in the physics 
and astronomy department, 
assures that these meetings 
are open to the public, and all 
are invited to attend.
“The benefits for students 
might be the opportunity to 
discuss broad ideas with a 
variety of people in a relaxed 
atmosphere with others will-
ing to challenge ideas objec-
tively, logically, courteously 
and passionately,” Shastri 
said.
If interested in attending one 
of the monthly book discus-
sions, all of the above listed 
books are available in the cam-
pus bookstore.
For further information, 
contact Hamrick at hamrick@
mnstate.edu, Shastri at shas-
tri@mnstate.edu or visit the 
Honors Web site at www.
mnstate.edu/honors.  
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taborsky can be reached
at ash_tabby@hotmail.com.
by AShLeY tAboRSKY
Staff Writer
honors program to hold book discussions
Submitted photoS
two of the books the honors 
book discussion will read are 
“beyond the Spectacle of ter-
rorism,” above, on Feb. 28 and 
“The Collapse of Globalism,” 
left, on march 28. both events 
are free and open to the public 
regardless of whether they are 
in the honors program or not.
HEATHER GRUENHAGEN / pHOTO EDiTOR
Costume designer Ricky 
Greenwell helps junior Yasu 
ishida make practice tails for 
the upcoming mSum produc-
tion of “Cats.” Directed by the-
atre professor Craig Ellingson, 
the world-famous musical will 
be held at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 28 
through march 3 in the hansen 
theatre.
According to girls head bas-
ketball coach Karla Nelson, 
good old, boring team work 
has gotten the Dragons their 
14 wins so far this season. 
There is nothing too flashy 
or showy about her team this 
season, but they sure can win. 
“Two years ago when we 
won the NSIC championship 
we had a team very similar to 
this one,” Nelson said.
The team plays together well, 
Nelson said. She has numer-
ous players that play their key 
roles to help the team. 
Junior forward Allison 
Swenson and junior cen-
ter Jessica Fesenmaier are 
described by Nelson as “the 
drink” and sophomore guard 
Katie Walden as “the straw 
that stirs the drink.” They are 
the three players that get the 
team playing hard. 
Nelson feels her bench has 
contributed a lot this season 
as well. She says it’s great 
to see freshmen guard Krista 
Opheim “come off the bench 
and make a pass that just 
wows you.”
Other players on the team 
who have surprised Nelson 
during this season are junior 
forward Shelly Soule, sopho-
more center Meghan Rettke 
and junior forward Jessica 
Trautwein. 
Nelson’s comments on Soule: 
“She has exceeded all of our 
expectations. Her work ethic 
is terrific. Defensively, she has 
done especially terrific.”
On Rettke: “Her confidence 
on both ends of the floor has 
improved immensely.”
On Trautwein: “She’s a great 
role player this season. She 
started 29 games last season 
and now she comes off the 
bench.”
Nelson gave her team a ‘B-‘ 
at this point in the season. She 
feels they aren’t close to where 
she feels they could be. 
“In some cases we are knock-
ing walls down and getting 
better, but we still have some 
walls to knock down,” Nelson 
said. 
Rebounding is the key to the 
game, Nelson said. Since she 
has come to MSUM and has 
been with the women’s bas-
ketball program, she has used 
a phase that she came up with, 
“Rebounding is like a deodor-
ant. It covers up a lot of stuff 
that stinks.” 
The phrase Nelson uses 
means things can go wrong 
during a basketball game; bad 
shot selection, turnovers and 
lapses on defense, but as long 
as her team is rebounding well, 
they can stay competitive. 
The phrase must work. Ever 
since Nelson has been with 
MSUM, the Dragons have 
been in the top 20 in the nation 
in rebounding. 
Her team has even finished 
the top rebounding team in 
the nation twice. 
Last Saturday the women 
had a tough match-up against 
Concordia-St. Paul. MSUM 
was down by five with 54 
seconds remaining, but fought 
back to tie with game with 
nine seconds to go. 
They lost on a controversial 
buzzer beater, when the ball 
might have left the girl’s hand 
when the buzzer went off.
The women are in a three-
way tie for first place in the 
NSIC and will be facing 
Bemidji State and Minnesota 
Crookston this weekend. 
Winning the conference and 
making it to the regional tour-
nament is still the top goal for 
the Dragons. They last made 
the regional tournament in the 
2004-05 season.  
Friday:
MBB vs. Bemidji State
8 p.m.
WBB vs. Bemidji State
6 p.m.
Saturday:
MBB vs. Minn-Crookston
8 p.m.
WBB vs. Minn-Crookston
6 p.m.
Tuesday:
Wrestling at Dickinson St.
7 p.m.
Wednesday:
Wrestling at University of
Mary
7:30 p.m.
SportS
lineup
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Mens Basketball (9-10):
Concordia-St. Paul 81, MSUM 79 (OT)
MSUM 58, SW Minnesota State 56
Wayne State 91, MSUM 88 (OT)
Winona State 69, MSUM 66
MSUM 74, Upper Iowa 52
MSUM 89, Trinity College 65
University of Mary 75, MSUM 72
Northern State 81, MSUM 60
Womens Basketball (14-5):
Concordia-St. Paul 80, MSUM 78
MSUM 105, SW Minnesota State 57
MSUM 73, Wayne State 67
MSUM 72, Winona State 68
MSUM 57, Upper Iowa 43
MSUM 68, University of Mary 57
MSUM 56, Northern State 40
MSUM 87, Chaminade 50
Wrestling:
University of Central Missouri Invite-
MSUM 29, Truman State 13
MSUM 18, Chadron State 17
MSUM 19, Central Missouri 15
MSUM 30, SIU-Edwardsville 15
Swimming and Diving:
Get to the Point Invitiational team scores-
    UW-Stevens Point 1028, Uw-La Crosse  
    911.5, Minnesota State 508.5, Gustavus   
    Adolphus 466, St. Olaf 439, MSUM 376,
    North Dakota 46
finish line
The MSUM women’s 
basketball team has 
pride in their school; 
unfortunately, they 
don’t get much support 
for themselves.
Covering Dragon ath-
letics, I’m at almost 
every home game or 
meet there is. I’ve learned that seeing the 
women sitting in the bleachers supporting 
MSUM athletics is like clockwork.
The women are at every home men’s basket-
ball game, and I’ve seen them at numerous 
wrestling meets as well.
When Dragon basketball hosts a team at 
Nemzek, the men and women play back to 
back. What I find interesting is when the girls 
have a game at 6 p.m. and there are only about 
200 to 300 people in the stands, but by the time 
the guys play immediately after at 8 p.m., there 
are at least 1,000 people watching the game. 
And of those 200 to 300 people in the stands, 
I bet at least 100 of them are the boosters and 
friends of the boosters that support the team!
Now, I’m not saying to not watch the men’s 
team because I enjoy seeing a Jamal O’Neal 
dunk or a Blake Strouth 3-pointer as much as 
anyone. But why not just show up to Nemzek 
two hours prior to the men’s game and watch 
even more quality basketball?
When the women played Southwest 
Minnesota State two weeks back, they scored 
105 points. When’s the last time you’ve heard 
of a women’s team scoring 105 points? How 
about a men’s Division II team score more 
than a 100? Of the 10 teams in the NSIC, only 
two of the men’s teams have scored more than 
a hundred, Concordia-
St. Paul (they’ve done it 
twice) and Winona State 
University (they’ve done 
it twice as well). 
The women beat nation-
ally ranked Glenville 
State at the Hoop-N-Surf 
Classic over Christmas 
break. This win was described as “the biggest 
win in school history,” by coach Karla Nelson.
Talk about quality basketball; the girls had 
won nine of their last 10 games and are 14-5 
overall. 
Not satisfied yet? You want to go watch 
someone dunk?
Sorry … no one on women’s team is able to 
dunk, but the team is a great example of team 
basketball.
The team is led by their two tall players, 
junior forward Allison Swenson and junior 
center Jessica Fesenmaier. Both average more 
than 11 points per game. The only senior on 
the team, guard Lindsey Anderson, is a 3-
point machine. She’s not the only one that can 
hit from beyond the arch though; sophomore 
guard Katie Walden is No. 3 in scoring aver-
age. The bench has numerous players who play 
huge roles in the team and any of them can step 
in at any time. 
So, all of you MSUM basketball fans, here is 
what I’m asking you: If you haven’t seen the 
women play or have only showed up at the 
end of the game to watch the men, just show 
up at 6 p.m. at their next home game. Give 
them a try. They’re nice enough to give their 
time to Dragon athletics. You should, too.   
The Dragon women 
have spirit, yes they do, 
the Dragon women have 
spirit, where are you?
By LUKE HAGEN
Staff Writer
Hagen can be reached
at luke_hagen@hotmail.com.
LizziE cHiNANdEr / THE AdvocATE 
Freshman Krista opheim averages 9.9 points a game and a .418 
field goal percentage for the Dragons this season.
women’s basketball
Dragon fire 
extinguished
10-game winning streak 
snapped by Concordia-
St. Paul in close 80-78 
loss on the road
LizziE cHiNANdEr /  THE AdvocATE 
Sophomore Alison Nash-Ger-
lach averages 7.8 points in the 
149 minutes she has played 
this season so far.
Hagen can be reached at luke_hagen@hotmail.com.
The story of the season for 
the men’s basketball team is 
that they cannot finish games, 
but with the close win over 
Southwest Minnesota State 
(58-56) on Jan. 20, all was for-
gotten. All until the Dragons 
stepped back on the court 
against Concordia-St. Paul.
The Dragons had lost four 
games already this season by 
three points or less, most recent-
ly against reigning Division II 
National Champions, Winona 
State, 66-69 on Jan. 13. The 
Dragons tied the game with 
about 40 seconds remaining 
in the game but couldn’t stop 
the last offensive series by the 
Warriors.
The next game, Jan. 19, the 
Dragons were at home hosting 
Wayne State. With leads up to 
14 points in the second half, 
the Dragons looked as if they 
had another notch checked in 
the ‘W’ column. But costly 
turnovers and poor shooting 
allowed Wayne State to take 
the game to overtime and pull 
out a win.
“In all these games we’re 
making plays to tie or go up 
by one, but we just can’t get 
that last stop to win,” Head 
Coach Stu Engen said.
The day after the Wayne State 
loss, the Dragons found a way 
to finish getting the win over 
Southwest Minnesota State. 
After the home stand junior 
forward Lee Isaacson was rec-
ognized as the MSUM male 
athlete of the week. Isaacson 
averaged 18.5 points and 
seven rebounds per game in 
the two games. 
Last weekend the Dragons 
traveled to Concordia-St. Paul 
and found themselves in posi-
tion to win in overtime. But a 
final Golden Bears drive put 
up a 3-pointer to 
seal the game.
The Dragons 
lost the game to 
Concordia-St.Paul, 
but regained a 
key player for the 
Dragons’ future 
hopes. 
Junior center Kyle 
Nelson returned 
to the court for the 
first time this season 
after hearing that 
his basketball career 
should have been 
finished. Nelson 
injured his knee for 
the third time in his 
basketball career 
earlier this season 
and thought that 
his basketball days 
were numbered. 
Nelson got the 
good news from the 
team doctor during 
a re-evaluation of 
his knee. In his first 
game back Nelson 
was on the floor for 
13 minutes, scored 
seven points and brought 
down five rebounds.
“It was a good feeling to get 
back in there. I was nervous 
but I love the game and just 
wanted to get back,” Nelson 
said. 
The Dragons will be back 
on the floor at Nemzek this 
weekend against Bemidji State 
on Friday and Minnesota 
Crookston on Saturday, trying 
to notch their tenth and elev-
enth wins. More importantly, 
their fifth and sixth Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
wins. 
To fix its problem of finish-
ing games, the team has been 
watching film from the last few 
minutes of the half, working 
on defensive breakdowns and 
stressing how important free 
throws become. 
 The Dragons are 9-10 over-
all and 4-6 in the NSIC. The 
conference tournament is Feb. 
28 to March 4, and as now the 
Dragons would have to play 
the role of the spoiler.
“We would definitely like to 
be in the top four in the NSIC 
and get to host a conference 
playoff game, but if we don’t, 
with all the close losses…I 
know our team can run with 
anyone,” Engen says.
Leading the team in scor-
ing at this point in the sea-
son is junior guard Blake 
Strouth averaging 18 points 
per game. Sophomore for-
ward Jamal O’Neal leads the 
team in rebounds averaging 
7.2 rebounds per game. 
 
Men face stuggles with hope
As the final minutes run out, team loses concentration
joN LAmBErT /  THE AdvocATE 
mSUm’s Nate Baker wrestles Augburg’s National champion, marcus Levesseur. Levesseur won the 
match 3-2 to improve his overall record to 140-0.
joN LAmBErT / THE AdvocATE 
Sopomore Jamal O’Neal can put on a show for the fans brave 
enough to challenge the cold weather and travel to Nemzek for an 
8 p.m. showdown against Bemidji State Friday.
By LUKE HAGEN
Staff Writer
Hagen can be reached
at luke_hagen@hotmail.com.
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Kyle 
Nelson
• 6 foot 9 junior 
center from 
Buxton, N.D.
• Helped 
May-
Port-CG 
to North 
Dakota 
Class B 
titles in 
2002 and 
2003.
• Injured his 
knee during 
the second day 
of practice this 
fall.
• Possible 
ACL tear 
would have 
caused 
third knee 
surgery.
• Has been 
practicing 
with the 
team for the 
past two 
weeks.
LizziE cHiNANdEr / THE AdvocATE 
Junior forward Lee Isaacson struggles for a rebound over a South-
west Minnesota State defender. Isaacson led three Dragons in 
double figures with 19 points as the team held off every Mustang 
comeback effort with a slim 58-56 win. MSUM hosts Minnesota, 
Crookston at 8 p.m. on Saturday as the second of a pair of North 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference games this weekend.
Page 10, The Advocate Thursday, Feb. 1, 2007Classifieds
For Sale
Immaculate house for rent.  
4bd, 2ba  large yard, 4season porch, 
1 block from msum campus available
immediately
$1100/mo  call 701-200-3068
AMBER VALLEY (behind Old Chi-
cago in Fargo) Twinhome, 3
bdrm, 2 bath, attached double ga-
rage, Washer/Dryer,
dishwasher, no smoking or pets.  
$995+utilities, Dec
through May, negotiable. 701-298-
8104
Place for Rent
1220 14th St N, Mhd – 4 bdrm, 1 
bath, attached garage,
hardwood floors, dishwasher, 
Washer/Dryer, fenced
brick patio area. $895+utilities, lease 
now through
Apr/May. 701-298-8104
January- One and Two Bedroom.  
Security, Heat -water paid, Quiet, 
NO PARTIES, A/C, mini-blinds with 
plugins.  Certified Crime/Drug Free 
Housing.  No pets.  701-371-7435 or 
218-346-6584
Red, crusty,
swollen,
sticky eyes?
You or your child may be 
experiencing Bacterial Conjunctivitis,
commonly known as Pink Eye.
To receive treatment – and take part in an international clinical research
study for an investigational eye drop compared to a marketed drug 
product – contact:
The study involves three visits, over a period of approximately eight days. Participants will receive
compensation for taking part in this study. Study related eye exams will be performed by a local
eye care practitioner free of charge.
Dr. Michael Lillestol
1711 Gold Drive South, Ste 170
Fargo, ND 58103 
701-232-7705
www.lillestolresearch.com
First floor apt, 2 blks. from MSUM. 
Heat paid. No Pets. MCFMHP $325 
per month. (218) 233-1224 Available 
Jan. 1st
Planning to quit smoking after college? The odds are against you.
Research shows most students who say they’ll quit smoking right after college...can’t.
For help, call (888) 354-PLAN
Speak
If you speak our language, come and talk with us.
50 new IS positions • Interview on site
www.jointheblueteam.com
Join the Blue Team! Information Systems Careers
Open House
February 6, 2007 • 4-8 p.m.
4510 13th Ave. SW, Fargo
Fender Ultimate Chorus Amplifier 
$450
Gibson/Epiphone Les Paul Custom 
Guitar $375.
Both in excellent shape. Evenings- Call 
236-9517
One bedroom, security, quiet, no 
parties!  Heat- water paid, mini-
blinds, ceiling fan, A/C, spotless, 
certified crime/drug free housing. 
No pets. References and lease 
required.  
(218) 346-6584 or (701)371-7435
Place for Rent
Minnesota Facts
The Mall of America in 
Bloomington is the size of 78 
football fields --- 9.5 million 
square feet.
 
The Minneapolis Sculpture Gar-
den is the largest urban sculpture 
garden in the country.
Blue Cross Blue Shield “Monkey Letter”
Newspaper Print Ad Agency: Hunt Adkins
4/C AD: Steve Mitchell
10” W x 16 H” CW: Doug Adkins
BCBS-866D AS: Holli Maines
PPD: Louia Thompson
PHOTO: Stock
AN OPEN LETTER FROM
THE MONKEYS OF THE WORLD.
RESEARCH SHOWS THAT MOST STUDENTS WHO SAY THEY’LL QUIT SMOKING AFTER COLLEGE CAN’T.
Hello, future leaders of the world.
We, the monkeys, just wanted to drop you college students
a note to let you know that smoking is not at all
addictive. In fact, you can smoke during college and
quit with ease the second you graduate. So go ahead,
smoke up. It’s not like a little cigarette is going to
wipe out your species or anything. Ha ha! What a
ridiculous thought that is! On a totally unrelated note,
we think you humans are doing a great job of running the
Earth; we have no interest whatsoever in taking over.
Well, we’ll let you get back to smoking now.
Sincerely,
the monkeys
Thursday, Feb. 1, 2007Back Page
While he made clear that the 
suggestion was not in any way 
a recommendation, Shardlow 
said it is typical to see some 
type of on-street parking 
restrictions in other cities. He 
said the city of St. Paul uses 
such methods.
“We’ve established that 
there’s not a compelling rea-
son to use the lots on campus 
yet,” Shardlow said.
The working group of this 
process, composed of neigh-
borhood residents, 
city representa-
tives, university 
and college rep-
resentatives and 
students, had 
about 15 mem-
bers present.
One member said 
students could pay for street 
parking while residents get it 
for free. Another said the cul-
prit could be the community.
If used, a parking improve-
ment district could return 
revenue to neighborhoods 
for bike paths, sidewalks and 
landscape improvements, a 
power point slide Shardlow 
was using said.
City council member Diane 
Wray Williams, a member of 
the working group, said anoth-
er solution to parking issues 
would be to put a parking lot 
somewhere near the Interstate 
I-94 exit. A shuttle service could 
then be used to take students 
from the lot to their campus.
The role public transporta-
tion could play in parking was 
also discussed.
At an initial June meeting in 
this planning process, proper-
ty maintenance was a concern 
among initial meeting attend-
ees, who were mostly neigh-
borhood residents.
Notable initiatives the firm 
suggested to solve property 
maintenance issues Jan. 25 were 
to develop a complaint tracking 
system into the 
city’s Web site 
and to develop 
an education 
system to inform 
property own-
ers and renters 
about city codes.
In regard to MSUM President 
Roland Barden’s concerns that 
there should be clearer entry 
points to campus, specifically 
from the east, Shardlow said 
the goal is to have as many 
entrance points as possible.
In past meetings four spe-
cific sites in central Moorhead 
have been discussed, though 
no final decisions have been 
made regarding the sites.
Shardlow said developers have 
shown interest in two of the sites, 
the Town and Country Flowers 
site and the Halliday property, 
which is two blocks north of 
Holmquist’s parking lot. He said 
all input from this process will 
be shared with developers.
Shardlow’s firm has looked 
at in-state and nationwide 
strategies for issues with 
campus neighborhoods, and 
determined that every situ-
ation is unique despite com-
mon strategies emerging.
“There is no silver bullet,” 
Shardlow said at the meet-
ing about strategies to solve 
recurring conditions, as he has 
before. “There is no one strat-
egy we can employ.”
He said whatever policies 
are decided upon must be 
implemented and changed as 
necessary.
The next meetings are 
at 4 and 7 p.m. March 27 at 
the Hjemkomst Center in 
Moorhead. Gateway-entrance 
point designs, streetscape 
designs around Eighth and 20th 
Streets, and the implementation 
of strategies based on Jan. 25’s 
input will be discussed.
1435 Un i v e r s i t y D r i v e S • Fa r go , ND 58103
Relocating March 31 to 4377 15th Ave S, Fargo
CLASSES STARTING
ENROLL TODAY! 701.478.1772
January
March
May
July
September
November
Day and Evening Courses Available
COSMETOLOGY • ESTHETICS • NAILS • MASSAGE
www.thesalonprofessionalacademy.com
“African-Americans need to 
stop blaming slavery for their 
problems,” said an MSUM 
student requesting anonym-
ity. “We (black Africans) don’t 
have a lot of the racial hang-
ups—racism—that African-
Americans do.”
Willie Roundtree disagrees.
“African-Americans, in this 
day in age, don’t even think 
about slavery, unless some-
body else brings it up,” said 
the MSUM junior, adding both 
groups “don’t get to know 
each other.”
Diop said the authenticity of 
African-Americans’ heritage is 
questioned by many Africans.
“There are Africans who feel 
blacks in America aren’t full-
blooded Africans, since their 
genetic make up was mixed 
with whites during the slave 
trade.”
He even was told by a select 
few in Dakar American blacks 
were biased toward Africans, 
accusing them of parceling out 
their ancestors to slave trad-
ers.
Inferiority vs. superiority
Most Africans on campus 
feel they’re superior to blacks 
because of their upbringing 
in Africa, said Roundtree. He 
noted black Africans at MSUM, 
particularly the females, look 
upon black men with disdain.
“Africans are more educat-
ed than African-Americans, 
but African-Americans think 
they’re better than us,” said an 
anonymous student.
Educational attainment for 
Africans in the U.S. chart-
ed in at 14.5 years, accord-
ing to a report by the Lewis 
Mumford Research Center in 
Albany, N.Y. That compared 
with 12.8 years of education 
for Afro-Caribbeans and 12.5 
for African-Americans.
Closing the social gap
Diop believes the social 
gap between black Africans 
and Africans-Americans can 
be closed, eventually, if both 
groups are willing to accept 
their differences.
“I have a lot of African-
American friends,” he said. 
“Once I got to know them, 
they are nice people.”
brandon k. waTson / The advoCaTe
black african students experience a social rift between them-
selves and african-american students in college.
watson can be reached
at watsonbr@mnstate.edu.
sTraIn, From FronT
On one of the walls behind 
him is a state map with red, 
blue, orange, green and yel-
low pushpins marking Bigfoot 
sightings. Quast said there 
have been almost 300 of them, 
looking up at the map with a 
label across its top, “The wild 
goose is mighty good eatin’.”
The other wall behind Quast, 
as he swivels in front of a com-
puter desk in the corner, has 
newspaper clippings about 
incidents across the state. 
Some headlines read: “Giant 
footprint signals a time to 
seek strength,” “He won’t say 
what made that big footprint” 
and “Sasquatch hunter looks 
for the beast in Koochiching 
County.”
“That whole top shelf of 
books there is on the subject 
of Bigfoot,” said Quast, signal-
ing toward a store of books on 
the top of a seven-ledge book-
shelf. Quast himself has writ-
ten on the subject of his belief, 
his books complete with pic-
tures of tracks.
“These are from up in 
Clearwater County, near Itasca 
Park,” he said and pointed out 
pages in one of his books. “I 
met an old retired trapper up 
there in 1990 who was finding 
tracks on his property. And 
he was finding really peculiar 
tracks that were unlike any 
that had been seen before.”
In his books Quast has com-
piled stories about Minnesota 
Bigfoot sightings, investigated 
himself through interviews 
and camping trips; he tells of 
an account near Bemidji:
“(People) came out, and just 
down the hill from the trailer 
was sort of a swampy area, 
and they saw this creature 
standing, and it was shak-
ing this tree like it was upset 
that they were there,” Quast 
said, relating the tale. “They 
ran one way, and the Bigfoot 
turned and ran the other.”
He said the stories stretch 
back further and recounts the 
Sioux Indian legend of the 
“big man.”
“The kind of stories they 
tell are very spiritual,” Quast 
recalled about a Memorial Day 
in Red Wing. “There was a big 
celebration going on in the 
front yard of one of the heads 
of their tribe, and I was sitting 
there, and everyone was tell-
ing me stories.
“They were saying one of 
them could walk through this 
yard right now, and if it didn’t 
want to be seen, nobody 
would see it.”
Quast said the creature keeps 
from human life the way any 
other animal does. “I go camp-
ing in bear country quite a bit, 
but I’ve never seen one,” he 
said. “If Bigfoot is a primate, 
primates are at the upper level 
on the scale of intelligence for 
animals. I’m sure that gives it 
somewhat of an edge.”
The culture labeled Bigfoot 
a monster when stories about 
it started to circulate, Quast 
said. “And so science isn’t 
going to spend very much 
time searching for monsters 
because they’re not supposed 
to be out there,” said the man 
who works at a cleaning com-
pany.
Christopher Walken on a 
magazine, an alligator with 
sunglasses, a wall plastered 
with all orders of martial arts 
weapons and a cat named 
Honey surround Quast in his 
apartment. Artifacts of Bigfoot, 
of Quast’s camping trips, of 
journeys into the forests of the 
state are everywhere. A sign 
says carpe diem.
Though it’s less nowadays 
due to time and financial con-
straints, Quast still goes on 
camping trips a couple times 
a year in search of Bigfoot. He 
still looks for what no one but 
he himself saw on a Sunday 
drive in 1976.
sasquaTCh, From FronT
plannIng, From FronT
morris can be reached
at morrisle@mnstate.edu.
morris can be reached
at morrisle@mnstate.edu.
There is no silver 
bullet. There is no 
one strategy we can employ.
John shardlow
DSU Planning president
Speaking about methods
to curb recurring conditions
“
